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effects on our domestic politics. It greatly
strengthened a secret society known 93 the Fenian
Brotherhood, formed for the purpose of making
Ireland an independent State. Fenianism had
begun in 1858, but attracted little attention until
it enlisted American support. The constant stream
of Irish emigration across the Atlantic would in
any case have given Irish Nationalism a powerful
body of sympathisers in the United States ; and
the experiences of war taught sympathy to assume
a more aggressive shape. Many Irishmen had
served in the Northern armies, where they acquired
habits of military discipline; and some of these,
when the restoration of peace threw them out of
employment, made their way home to join the
Fenian movement, which under their direction
quickly developed into a formidable conspiracy
against English rule. Their agitation had little
success in promoting insurrection, but much
success in drawing the attention of Great Britain
to the chronic grievances of the sister island.

Of these grievances the most intelligible to
English and vScotch opinion was the existence of a
Protestant Establishment among a Catholic people,
the fact that nearly all the religious endowments
of the country went to relieve a small and compara-
tively wealthy minority from the duty of main-
taining their religion at their own expense, as
the Presbyterians and the Catholics were for the
most part obliged to do. We have seen how that
very moderate concession to religious justice
known as the Appropriation Clause was success-
fully resisted in the House of Lords thirty years
before, probably because it excited no enthusiasm